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DAYTON, Ohio, December 13, 1972 --- After completing his Bachelor of Arts program
in two and one half years, Gary Philip Hughes of 4730 Brandt Pike in Dayton will graduate with top honors when a total of 544 graduates participate in the first diploma
exercises of the University of Dayton's 123rd Commencement, in the U.D. Arena, Saturday,
December ~ at 10:30 A.M. Included in this group are 17 honor graduates, a 54-yearold mother, whose son graduated in 1964, and a blind student who is finishing in 3~
years.
The nineteen year-old student, with an overall cumulative grade point average of
3.943 out of a possible 4.0, will receive his BA degree in Political Science. A member
of Pi Sigma Alpha (Political Science Honorary) with a 4.0 point average in his major,
the summa cum laude graduate, who received his high school diploma from Chaminade, has
pursued an accelerated program "in the hope of entering graduate school and attaining
my desired career in a shorter time." He hopes to attend the Fletcher School of Law
and Diplomacy, at Tufts University in Medford, Mass. "Ultimately," he added, "I hope
to pursue a career in the United States Foreign Service." Philip has served as a .-' ~
full-time organist at Our Lady of the Rosary Church in Dayton since 1968.
A total of seventeen students will graduate with honors this semester. They
include: Summa cum laude: Hughes with a BA in Political Science; Michael Wolterman,
Springfield, Ohio, BA in Math; Magna cum laude: Eileen Mary Trauth of Cincinnati, BS
in Education; Kathryn Mary O'Conner of South Amboy, New Jersey, BS in Social Work;
cum laude: Nancy E. Long of Rocky River, Ohio, BA in History; Anne Marie Corrigan of
Wyckoff, New Jersey, BA in Psychology: Jean M. Flory of Sidney, Ohio, BS in Education;
Beverly Ann Key of Dayton, BS in Education; Nancy Ruggeri of Cleveland, BS in Social
Work; Rebecca Biga of Dayton, BS in Home Economics; Allan K. Robbins of Dayton, BS
in Business Administration; Nancy Jo Gump of Mentor, Ohio, BS in Computer Science;
Marily Rose Beck of Birmingham, Michigan, BS in Computer Science; Deborah Marie
Rekart of Middleburg Heights, Ohio, BA in Spanish; Mary Elizabeth McCaffery of
Indianapolis, Indiana, BS in Education; Marianne Nealon of Chicago, Illinois, BA in
Psychology; and James R. DeCapite of Fairview, Ohio, BS in Business Administration.
Eileen Trauth from Cincinnati, graduates magna cum laude with a BS in Secondary
Education and English. Listed among the Who's Who in American Colleges and Universities, Eileen has been the prograwmer for the PerfeT-ming Arts for the University
Activities since September, 1971. Sh~ was involved in the Homecoming Revue and
Christmas on Campus; served on the committees of the Advisory Board for the Campus
Ministry and the Student Life Council; and was a member of the UD Appalachia Club.
Deborah Rekart, a cum laude graduate, spent her Junior year abroad at the
University of Valencia. Presently, she is a member of the research team (Aerospace
Mechanics and Data Reduction Center of the UD Research Institute), which is investigating in the area of computational linguistics, and also is a part-time Spanish
teacher with the Dayton School Board. She plans to attend the University of Michigan.
Nancy Jo Gump, is the secretary for the UD stUdent chapter of the Association
for Computing Machinery, a professional international organization for computer
scientists. The past semester, she has been a student instructor for a lab course
she helped plan, which is designed to encourage biology majors to employ the c~puter
in their research. She will begin work at the McDonnell Douglas Automation Company
in st. LOUis, Missouri.
A 54 year-old Brookville, Ohio housewife, who has been attending part-time at
UD for the past eight years, will graduate with a BA in English. Mrs. Ruth Brickel,
whose sone, Ronald Gardner received his BA at UD in '64 and his MBS in '67, began
attending UD as a "hobby", "and as a 'Way to Make Life More Meaningful' search."
Employed at NCR since 1941, she chose liberal arts courses "to offset the scars
encountered in the world of bUsiness. ¥JY husband' s c00pc-:-3.T,i.on has made my goal of
attaining a college de ::::~:e e a f 2.c:~, "
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In all, 33 Associate degrees, 378 Bachelors degrees, 131 Masters degrees, and
2 Doctoral degrees will be conferred Saturday. Robert Gianquinta and John Walker, Jr.,
will receive doctor's degrees in Biology.
Ron Williamitis of 3017 Allendale Drive, Kettering, despite blindness, is
receiving his bachelor of arts degree in communication arts in
years. He minored
in pre-law through the Political Science Department. He has maintained a 2.899
average at un after graduating with honors (3.0) from Fairmont West High School in
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1969.
During bis tenure at UD, be has been in the Junior Philharmonic orchestra,
program director of a student radio station, WOCR; a member of the Student Life
Committee for the Planning for the Seventies program and has been nominated to the
Who's Who in College and Universities.
Ron, whose dad, Victor, is a un graduate and presently an engineer at Frigidaire,
plans to attend law school next September. In the meantime, he plans to work in the
Dayton area and hopefully "repay my parents for the faith, trust and money they have
put into me while at UD."
Asked how he managed to roam over the campus attending classes in five different
buildings, Ron replied: "I just got out my old white cane, got lost occasionally and
ask questions. I'd be late to class sometimes but people seem to understand."
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